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JOHN FEEDEKICK HILLEGAS, 1685-1765. 

BY MICHAEL REED MINNICH. 

The Hillegas family is undoubtedly of French extraction 
(the name originally was Hill de Gasz)^ and we learn from 
tradition, which must be accepted, having been so sacredly 
kept and surrounded with convincing evidences of truth, 
that the family fled into the Palatinate of Germany during 
the time of the persecution of the Huguenots. 

John Frederick Hillegas was born in Alsace, November 
24, 1685, and with his wife, Elizabeth Barbara, and his 
sister, sailed for America in the ship " William and Sarah," 
from Kotterdam, with the company led by the Rev. George 
Michael Weiss, a Reformed minister, who was a native of 
Stebbeck in Necherthal, Germany, and a graduate of the 
University of Heidelberg. They arrived at Philadelphia 
September 18, and took the oath of allegiance September 
21, 1727, subscribing for themselves and families. 

Soon thereafter they settled in the region known as " Go- 
shenhoppen," now Montgomery County. Here the subject 
of this sketch, prior to 1734, took up a tract of one hundred 
and fifty acres of land, and by right of purchase, within the 
years closely following, became the possessor of a large 
landed estate. Among these early purchases was a tract of 
one hundred and sixty-five acres, containing thereon a grist- 
mill, from George Gowen, February 6, 1738, and which is 
still in possession of one of his descendants, and a tract of 
three hundred and sixty-three acres, bought of William Par- 
sons, 1749. 

His youngest son, Conrad, was born at sea, and was amply 
provided for in after-years by a deed of gift, bearing date 
1758, conveying to him two hundred and sixteen acres of 
land. 

His two eldest sons came to this country a few years later 
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than their father : Leopold, September 5, 1730, and John 
Adam, August 11, 1732. 

At the tune of his death, January 6, 1765, he left a valu- 
able estate, bequeathed to the following children : 

1, Leopold ; 2, John Adam ; 3, Frederick ; 4, George 
Peter ; 5, Conrad ; 6, Eva Elizabeth ; 7, Ann Margaret ; 
8, Ann Regina ; 9, Elizabeth Barbara. 

The executors were Matthew Eeichard, a son-in-law, and 
his son George Peter Hillegas. The will bears date June 
25, 1759, and was translated and probated July 31, 1765. 
Among the items bequeathed to the two youngest sons, 
George Peter and Conrad, were, each ^' one folio Bible of 
the edition of Basel, and one Zollikoffer prayer book." 
One of these Bibles is in the possession of Thomas Hille- 
gas, who is also the present owner of the old mill property 
before mentioned. 

1. Leopold, after having served three years in the "War for 
Independence, taking part in the battle of Brandywine, 
settled in Esopus, Duchess County, New York, where one 
of his brothers, Frederick or Conrad, followed him. 

2. John Adam (1717-1779) married Anna Catharine 

(1728-1810). 

He left a large estate to the following children : Michael ; 
John ; George ; Adam ; Frederick, who was the grandfather 
of the aforenamed Thomas ; Peter, who was one of the seven 
months' men of Colonel Daniel Heister, Jr.'s, battalion of 
Philadelphia County militia that returned from service in 
1782 (he was killed by a falling tree in the presence of two 
of his sons) ; Jacob ; Eva, wife of George Hadacker ; Cath- 
arine, wife of John Greisemer, a member of the Committee 
of Safety of Northampton County ; Margaret, wife of Carl 
Schellenberger ; Elizabeth; and Ann Mary. We learn 
from his will that one of his negro slaves, by the name of 
Hannah, attempted to poison her mistress in order to obtain 
some fine clothes which were in prospect for her on the de- 
mise of the good lady. The attempt failed, fortunately. 

4. George Peter, through whom the writer takes his 
descent, was born February 2, 1735, and died September 
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24, 1810. He married Anna Barbara Hornecker, who was 
born 1737, and died March 14, 1812. Their remains repose 
in the burial-ground of the German Eeformed Church, New 
Goshenhoppen. They had issue : Eve, who married Abram 
Levy; John; Jacob; Frederick; Catharine, who married 
John Maurer; Elizabeth, who married John Schell, who 
emigrated to Bedford County, Pennsylvania, in 1797, and 
located and laid out Schellsburg, donating land for church 
and school purposes; Maria, who married George Hillegas; 
Magdalina, who married George Ewault. 

At a very early age George Peter united with the Ger- 
man Eeformed congregation at New Goshenhoppen. He 
died intestate, leaving real estate valued at £4502.14.10. 

Still in the possession of the family there are fifty French 
crowns that were buried, during the Revolution, under the 
hearth of the old homestead, which stood near the present 
East Greenville, Pennsylvania. These have been sacredly 
preserved and handed down as a memento of the origin of 
the family and of the persecution which drove them from 
their home. 

Of the daughters of John Frederick we have learned but 
little, except that one married Matthew Reichard, and two 
married men by the name of Yeager. 

In our research we have learned that the sister who came 
to America with John Frederick married one Kuhl, to 
whom she was betrothed in Germany, and who came to 
this country later. They were relatives. Several inter- 
marriages have occurred since between these families, as 
will appear further on. 

During the yellow fever epidemic in 1793, members of 
the Kuhl and Hillegas families in Philadelphia found refuge 
with their relatives in Upper Hanover Township. Mrs. 
Kuhl, who remained in the city, restrained by convictions 
of duty, fell a victim to the dreaded scourge. Two of 
her sons became bank officials, — one in Philadelphia, the 
other in Camden, New Jersey ; and two were sea-captains. 

Michael Hillegas, a brother of John Frederick, born in 
1696 in the Palatinate, Germany, was naturalized April 11, 
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1749, and died October 30 of the same year. His wife 
Margaret was born in 1705 and died July 21, 1770. Their 
remains repose in Christ Church burial-ground, Philadel- 
phia. Their children were : 

MichaeP (1729-1804), who obtained distinction as the 
first Treasurer of the United States; married Henrietta 
Boude (1732-1792). 

Susanna married Samuel Kuhl, August 18, 1752. 

Mary . 

His daughter Deborah married Henry Kuhl, son of 
Frederick Kuhl and Susannah Hillegas, December 3, 
1795. 

We also find a Susannah Hillegas who married William 
Pitts, January 28, 1767. One of these was probably the 
daughter of a George Peter Hillegas, who died in 1745. 
We believe he was a relative — most likely a brother — of 
John Frederick and Michael (1st). 

We have nothing positive to confirm this statement, yet 
certain it is that they had business intercourse that seems to 
indicate more than a mere friendly relation, as will appear 
from the following extract from the Orphans^ Court Record 
of Philadelphia : 

" The petition of George Passager and Margaret his wife, 
Philip Tull and Catharine his wife, and Peter Hillegas, son 
and heir at law of George Peter Hillegas lately died intes- 
tate, being seized at the time of his decease of a plantation 
in the township of the IsTorthern Liberties in the said 
county of PhiFa, and that the said intestate left behind him 
five children, to wit; the petitioner Peter Hillegas, and the 
wives of the said George Passager and Philip Tull and two 
other daughters viz : Elizabeth and Susannah a minor.'^ . . . 
" That the said Elizabeth is gone somewhere out of this 
Province unknown to the petitioners. . . ." 

"At an Orphans' Court held at Phil'a 1745 ... ex- 
penses accrued on account of the administration of said 

^ For the descendants of Michael (2d), refer to Mrs. Emma St. Clair 
Whitney's " Michael Hillegas and his Descendants." 
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estate, the Auditors have found to be paid and accrued, viz" 
{inter alia) : 

Funeral expenses paid 

A debt to loan office . 

Cash paid Frederick Hillegas . 

Cash paid Michael Hillegas 

Cash paid Hans Adam Hillegas 

Cash paid Michael Hillegas 

Cash paid Peter Hillegas, Jr. . 
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